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MWL, OIC and China’s Cultural Diplomacy in the
Middle East

MA Lirong

Abstract The Muslim World League (MWL) and the Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC) are the products of institutionalization of Pan-Islamism. The
MWL indirectly exerts its influence over the politics of Islamic countries through the
platform of Hajj. Meanwhile, the OIC directly impacts on the politics of Islamic
countries by agenda setting. China always attach importance to developing friendly
relations with these Pan-Islamic international organizations and gained valuable
historical experience and good results. On the basis of defining the resources
advantage, elementary objectives and the way of realization for the development of
exchange of personnel and cooperation between China and Pan-Islamic international
organizations, we explore the countermeasures for developing China’s
“comprehensive, multi-level and wide-ranging” cultural diplomacy toward Middle
East countries with the purpose of promoting China’s ability of cultural diplomacy
toward Islamic countries in the Middle East

Key Words  International Organizations; Pan-Islamism; Muslim World League
(MWL); Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC); China and the Middle East;
Cultural Diplomacy
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