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Analysis on the Kabyle Issue in Algeria

Huang Hui

Abstract. The Kabyle Issue in Algeria is a series of political social and cul-
tural issues deriving from the linguistic and cultural rights of the Kabyles as a minori—
ty ethnic group. This question is caused by historical and realistic factors. The dis—
tinction between Arabs and Berbers made by French Anthropologists during the colo—
nial age is supposed to be the foreshadowing of this question. Since independence
the adjustment of economic structure and the development of domestic market in
Kabylia have promoted the social and cultural integration of the region. Meanwhile
the government” s Arbization policies directly led to the rise of kabyle cultural and
political movements. The kabyle question performs differently in different periods
whereas the transnationalization and regionalization are two new dimensions of this
unresolved question which is considered to be a challenge to the unity and stability of
Algeria to some extent.

Key Words: Algeria; Arabization; Kabyle Issue; Berbers
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