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deficits 7 of governance deficit, trust deficit, peace deficit and development
deficit. The Middle East region is characterized by “ security deficits” and
“development deficits” , resulting in the so — called “Middle East dilemma”. The
main source of this phenomenon is the hegemonic interference of the West. The
“divide and rule” policy of the European colonizers led to the fragmentation of the
geopolitical map of the Middle East and sowed the roots of turmoil in the Middle
East; after the Cold War, the United States pursued unilateralism and hegemony in
the Middle East, activating and exacerbating various contradictions in the region,
leading to a prominent “security deficit” in the Middle East. The “security deficit”
and “ development deficit” in the Middle East are mutually reinforcing, jointly
leading to the “difficulties of the Middle East”. First, Geo — fragmentation has
limited the development potential and regional cooperation potential of the Middle
East countries; second, the Middle East region’ s powerful countries compete for
hegemony, resulting in overdraft of their own strength; third, the regional situation
is turbulent, leading to the Middle East countries competing in the arms race,
which leads to a serious shortage of development inputs. In order to get rid of the
“Middle East dilemma”, Middle East countries must, first, oppose hegemony and
enhance their strategic autonomy; second, strengthen the solidarity of the countries

¢

of the region and break the “security deficit” through the collective security
mechanism; and, third, take a path of development that is consistent with their
national conditions.

Key words: regional governance; Middle East dilemma; hegemonic interference ;

security deficit; development deficit

The Origins, Practice and Dilemmas of Anti — Westernism in Iran

Xu Zhangyi & Liao Bo

Abstract: Iran’s anti — Westernism in essence epitomizes how countries of the
Global South defend their cultural sovereignty and developmental autonomy in the

process of modernization. As a school of thought, anti — Westernism can be traced

- 160 -



Abstracts

back to the 19th — century reform movements. Early intellectuals advocated resisting
Westernization via revival of philosophy and reinforcement of national spirit. During
the Cold War, the anti — Westernization sentiment evolved into a critique of
dependency theory. Ultimately, through the “war of position” led by figures like
Khomeini, anti — Westernization in Iran transformed into a revolutionary ideology
which led to the overthrow of the Pahlavi regime. After the Islamic Revolution, Iran
institutionalized its anti — Western narratives through a three — pronged approach .
establishing a political censorship system to monitor both civil and political societies,
implementing a “ resistance economy”, and utilizing propaganda apparatus and
religious education to shape symbolic power in the cultural sphere. In spite of
achieving certain results and defending cultural sovereignty, Iran’s anti — Western
measures are faced with structural challenges. Political control leads to social
suppression and brain drain; livelihood hardships weaken symbolic power;
generational shifts alienate young people from official narratives; and external pressures
intensify ideological contradictions. The fundamental dilemma of Iran’ s anti — Western
path lies in the fact that, although its resilience stems from its linkage with national
dignity, its legitimacy depends increasingly on economic inclusivity and governance
efficacy. The Iranian case suggests that for the Global South to achieve cultural
leaderships that are durable and stable, there must be transcendence of the
Westernization versus anti — Westernization dualism. This requires the concept of
modernity which integrates subjectivity with developmental effectiveness founded
upon good governance and internal reforms.

Key words: cultural sovereignty; Iran; anti — Westernism; cultural hegemony;

cultural leadership; modernization

Setbacks in Iran’ s Resistance Strategy and Their Impact on the Middle East
Regional Order

Jin Liangxiang

Abstract: The setback in Iran’ s resistance strategy is one of the most significant
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