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forging a “New Tiirkiye” identity, and securing industrial self — reliance, Tiirkiye
has developed distinctive policy tools; the pragmatic cultivation of asymmetric
advantages, geopolitical hedging to broaden access to technology, and identity —
based mobilization to penetrate targeted markets. While this approach has
significantly enhanced Tiirkiye’ s military and diplomatic leverage, it faces persistent
challenges, including fiscal and economic strains, limited autonomy in core
technologies, and excessive geopolitical burdens.

Key words: techno — nationalism; Tiirkiye; strategic autonomy; techno — politics

Technology for Development: Saudi Arabia’ s Developmental Techno —
nationalism
Liu Chen & Sun Fengxuan

Abstract: This article proposes the concept of “developmental techno — nationalism” ,
which seeks to transform technological progress into a source of modernization
discourse and political legitimacy, thereby promoting economic upgrading and the
reconstruction of national identity. It is characterized by a strong developmental
orientation, a state — building function, and strategic flexibility. Since its founding,
technology has been a key thread in the evolution of Saudi nationalism. After
experiencing stages of resource — based nationalism and resource — driven techno —
nationalism, Saudi Arabia formally entered the phase of developmental techno —
nationalism with the launch of “Vision 2030” in 2016. At the level of technological
power, Saudi Arabia has expanded into emerging sectors—including artificial
intelligence ( Al), the digital economy, and green energy—through institutional
development, standard — setting, and capital investment. At the level of techno —
security discourse, it combines “ autonomy and control” with “ civilizational
identity 7, reducing external dependence through diversified cooperation and
domestic research and development, while embedding technological development
within Islamic ethical, cultural, and governance frameworks. The Saudi -case
demonstrates that techno — nationalism in late — developing states is not merely a
defensive response to external pressure, but an active mechanism for restructuring
power relations and social contracts. While developmental techno — nationalism
represents a strategic pathway for such states, it also entails inherent structural risks
and may reproduce new forms of technological inequality.

Key words: technology politics; Saudi Arabia; developmental techno — nationalism

technological power competition; technological security narrative; state — building
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