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Abstracts

security and the significant rise of anti —Israel and anti — Semitic sentiment in
American society have led to a new round of conservative and radicalization in the
Jewish community, which has increased its ability to influence U.S. — Israel
relations. In Trump 2. 0 era, the U.S. government implemented a series of highly
pro — Israel policies in domestic and foreign affairs, and the U.S. - Israel
relationship returned to a “intimate” state of close communication, mutual support,
and trust. The strategic goals of the U. S. and Israeli governments in the Middle East
region are highly aligned and similar, and the paths and methods to achieve these
goals complement and constrain each other. In the midst of disagreements, the high -
level communication between the U. S. and Israel is close and swift, and the status
of Christian evangelicals is prominent. The powerful Jewish establishment
organizations are once again facing the situation of being “ surpassed” by both
U. S. and Israel in the process of formulating and implementing policies related to
Israel, and their direct participation and influence are relatively reduced. With the
Republican Party regaining control of the White House and Congress, the left and
right wings of the Jewish community have undergone a reset in their position and role
in the policy process towards Israel, based on their distance from the two major
political parties. In the era of polarization, the relationship between the U. S. and
Israeli administrative departments exhibits a rhythmic oscillation based on the
alternation of the two parties. The political polarization and unprecedented tragedy of
the Palestinian — Israeli conflict have posed new challenges to the American Jewish
community in maintaining and influencing the U. S. —Israel special relationship.

Key words; U.S. - Israel special relationship; American Jewish community;

Trump 2. 0 era; the new round of Palestinian — Israeli conflict

From Reshaping to Spiral Out of Control: A Study on the Adjustments and
Effects of Russia’s Syria Policy since the Arab Turmoil

Zhang Lupeng & Ma Xiaolin

Abstract; Syria serves as a strategic pivot for Russia in safeguarding its interests
across the Middle East, and Moscow has consistently prioritized the Syrian

issue. From the Arab Turmoil - triggered civil unrest in Syria in March 2011 to

- 163 -



West Asia and Africa, No.1, February 2026

September 2015, Russia redefined its strategic objectives for Syria through
diplomatic mediation, limited military support, and resolving the chemical weapons
crisis. From September 2015 to February 2022, Russia fully intervened in Syrian
affairs by deploying troops to turn the tide of battle, striking extremist groups,
advancing the peace process, and bolstering military support. In February 2022,
following the escalation of the Ukraine crisis, Russia prioritized redeploying its main
forces and resources to the Ukrainian theater. This strategic contraction in Syria led to
a loss of control, culminating in the collapse of the Assad regime in December
2024. Russia’ s Syria policy has flexibly adapted to evolving international dynamics
and its own strategic imperatives. This approach stems from multiple strategic
considerations, including expanding geopolitical influence, alleviating strategic
pressure, seeking recognition as a major power, safeguarding border security,
consolidating regime stability, and protecting economic interests. During the first two
phases, Russia achieved multiple strategic objectives at relatively low cost: securing
a Mediterranean military presence, enhancing its international voice, shifting
strategic focus, and rallying domestic support. However, the upheavals triggered by
the full — scale outbreak of the Ukraine crisis exposed the limits of Russia’ s strategic
capabilities. Its Syria policy shifted from a *“ strategic reversal” to * strategic
overextension” , transitioning to a “damage control” mode focused on low — cost
safeguarding of its two core military bases in Tartus and Hmeimim. This marked a
setback for Russia’ s influence and ambitions in the Middle East. Moving forward ,
Russia will adopt a flexible and pragmatic strategy in Syria characterized by
low — cost operations, military bases preservation, and increased engagement. It will
develop relations with Syria’ s new government, seize opportunities to consolidate its
strategic foothold in the eastern Mediterranean, and await potential political openings
in the future.

Key words: Russia’s Middle East policy; Syrian Crisis; Russia — Syria relations;
U. S. — Russia rivalry
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