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Abstracts

modernization transformation of urban spaces and enhancing the revitalization of
traditional urban areas, Algiers is exploring a model of urban spatial development
that integrates modernity with tradition. This paradigm of urban spatial transformation
in Algiers offers valuable insights for other Global South countries undergoing similar
urban transitions.

Key words: urban governance; Algiers; spatial duality; colonialism; nationalism;

Islamism

Iran’ s Strategic Approaches to the Nagorno — Karabakh Conflict and Their
Limitations
Fan Fan

Abstract: Following the collapse of the Soviet Union, the Nagorno — Karabakh
conflict emerged as one of the most severe crises in the post — Soviet space. As a
neighboring state, Iran engaged in the conflict out of concerns for national security,
geopolitical interests, economic considerations, and international image. While
consistently upholding the baseline principle of preventing escalation and preserving
the status quo, Iran’s policy trajectory shifted with changing domestic and external
conditions. During the First Karabakh War, it relied on neutral mediation and
cautious balancing; after the Second Karabakh War, however, the Azerbaijan —
Turkey alignment and its partial convergence with Russia heightened Iran’ s security
anxieties and further narrowed its strategic space. Consequently, Iran’ s strategy
approach gradually shifted toward passive defense. While Iran prevented conflict
spillover and maintained relative border stability, it failed to alter regional power
shifts, balance bilateral ties, or exclude external actors. The root cause of Iran’ s
declining influence lies in the fact that, under the external pressure of U. S. — Iran
confrontation, Tehran lacked both the practical conditions for active involvement in
the Nagorno — Karabakh conflict and an effective response to changes in the regional
balance of power. Continued involvement by external Powers and the deepening
strategic coordination among regional actors may further constrain Iran’s room for
maneuver. This suggests that Tehran is likely to continue prioritizing border security
and strategic prevention over proactive regional shaping. Looking ahead, whether
Iran can strike a balance between its global strategy and regional agency—and
coordinate its strategic priorities between the Middle East and the South Caucasus—
will largely determine its position in the future reconstruction of the regional order.

Key words: Iran’s foreign relations; South Caucasus; Nagorno — Karabakh conflict;

Russia; Zangezur
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