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Abstracts

Building Sovereign AI. The UAE’ s Strategic Transformation and Practical
Exploration
Liu Xinlu & Shi Ming

Abstract: The global landscape of Al governance is undergoing a paradigmatic
shift, and its structural reconfiguration is driven not only by technological iteration
but also by great — power strategic competition and the rising agency of the Global
South. The United Arab Emirates ( UAE) is pursuing a strategic leap from a
hydrocarbon — dependent economy toward a digital power centered on algorithmic
sovereignty. Through a model of leveraged state capital and the systematic integration
of global innovation resources, the UAE has advanced a digital mercantilist strategy
built on control over data and autonomy in foundational models. In the context of
intensifying Sino — US technological rivalry, it has also adopted a multi — vector
balancing strategy. These initiatives have positioned the UAE as an important node in
global networks of technological power, reshaped the strategic choices of middle
powers in an era of techno — nationalism, and contributed to a more polycentric and
networked order of Al governance. The main challenge is whether the UAE can
address structural contradictions embedded in its development model, manage
geopolitical pressures, and sustain a balance between efficiency and inclusion, and
between openness and autonomy.

Key words: sovereign Al; UAE; digital mercantilism; technological geopolitics;
algorithmic sovereignty; Global South

The Development Trend and Limitation of Tiirkiye’ s Techno — nationalism
from the Perspective of Strategic Autonomy
Du Donghui

Abstract; In the context of intensifying global technological competition, techno —
nationalism has once again garnered scholarly attention. As a middle power, Tiirkiye
has achieved tangible progress in recent years in defense — related technologies,
making its techno — nationalist approach a representative case from the Global South.
Tiirkiye’ s techno — nationalism constitutes a national strategy and ideology centered
on achieving “strategic autonomy,” encompassing both defensive autonomy at the
systemic level and assertive autonomy at the regional level. Its underlying logic lies in
the mutual reinforcement between technological prowess and nationalist discourse,
characterized by state leadership, defense —sector primacy, and latecomer

catch — up strategies. Driven by objectives such as escaping strategic dependence,
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