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(D “Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth and Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman Gen. Dan Caine Hold News
Conference,” U.S. Department of Defense, June 26, 2025, https://www.defense.gov/News/ Transcripts/
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(D Kevin Liptak, “Countries Bombed by the U.S. under the Obama Administration,” CNN, September 23,
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(D Jonathan Hoffman, “DOD Statement on Iranian Ballistic Missile Attacks in Iraq,” U.S. Central
Command, January 7, 2020, https://www.centcom.mil/MEDIA/STATEMENTS/Statements-View/
Article/2052111/dod-statement-on-iranian-ballistic-missile-attacks-in-iraq.

(2 “Remarks by Former President Trump on Iran,” U.S. Embassy in Israel, January 8, 2020, https:/
il.usembassy.gov/ remarks-by-president-trump-on-iran-january-8-2020.
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(D “Statement by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs Regarding the Zionist Regime’ s Military Aggression
Against Iran,” Islamic Republic of Iran Ministry of Foreign Affairs, June 13, 2025, https://mfa.gov.ir/portal/
newsview/768255/c¢use-33L0-las0- Lze-0-Fuasoa-azlsi-oblas - se-cms sosuss-gdue-leLlo; Clayton
Thomas and Jim Zanotti, “Israeli Attack on Iran: Considerations for Congress,” U.S. Congressional Research
Service, June 13, 2025, pp.1-2, https:/www.congress.gov/crs_external products/IF/PDF/IF13032/1F13032.1.pdf.

(2 Chris Gordon, “Iran Launches Missile Attack at Al Udeid,” 4ir and Space Forces Magazine, June 23,
2025, https://www.airandspaceforces.com/iran-missile-attack-al-udeid;Jeff Mason and Steve Holland, “Trump
Brokered Ceasefire in Call with Netanyahu While US Team Spoke to Iran,” Reuters, June 24, 2025, https:/
www.reuters.com/ world/middle-east/trump-brokered-ceasefire-agreement-contact-with-israel-iran-white-
house-official-2025-06-23.

(@ Jana Choukeir and Nayera Abdallah, “Supreme Leader, in First Appearance since Ceasefire, Says Iran
Would Strike Back if Attacked,” Reuters, June 27, 2025, https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/supreme-
leader-first-appearance-since-ceasefire-says-iran-would-strike-back-if-2025-06-26.
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(D “Statement from Pentagon Spokesman Capt. Jeff Davis on U.S. Strike in Syria,” U.S. Central
Command, April 7, 2017, https://www.centcom.mil/MEDIA/PRESS-RELEASES/Press-Release-View/Article/
1144711/statement-from-pentagon-spokesman-capt-jeff-davis-on-us-strike-in-syria; Dan Lamothe, Missy
Ryan, and Thomas Gibbons-Neff, “U.S. Strikes Syrian Military Airfield in First Direct Assault on Bashar al-
Assad’ s Government,” The Washington Post, April 6, 2017, https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-
security/trump-weighing-military-options-following-chemical-weapons-attack-in-syria/2017/04/06/0c59603a-
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(2 “Briefing by Secretary Mattis on U.S. Strikes in Syria,” U.S. Department of Defense, April 13, 2018,
https://www.defense.gov/News/Transcripts/transcript/article/1493658/briefing-by-secretary-mattis-on-us-
strikes-in-syria; Zachary Cohen and Kevin Liptak, “US, UK and France Launch Syria Strikes Targeting
Assad’ s Chemical Weapons,” CNN, April 14, 2018, https://edition.cnn.com/2018/04/13/ politics/trump-us-
syria/index.html.

(@ Kathleen J. Mclnnis, “The 2019-2020 Iran Crisis and U.S. Military Deployments,” U.S. Congressional
Research Service, January 9, pp.1-2, 2020, https://www.congress.gov/crs-product/IF11403; Zachary Cohen,
Hamdi Alkhshali, Kareem Khadder, and Angela Dewan, “US Drone Strike Ordered by Trump Kills Top
Iranian Commander in Baghdad,” CNN, January 4, 2020, https://edition.cnn.com/2020/01/02/ middleeast/
baghdad-airport-rockets/index.html.
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(D “Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth and Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff General Dan Caine Hold
a Press Conference,” U.S. Department of Defense, June 22, 2025, https://www.defense.gov/News/ Transcripts/
Transcript/Article/4222543/secretary-of-defense-pete-hegseth-and-chairman-of-the-joint-chiefs-of-staff-gen.
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(D Julian Borger, “U.S. Strikes on Iran-backed Militia a Response to ‘Campaign’ of Attacks by
Tehran,” The Guardian, December 30, 2019, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/dec/30/us-airstrikes-
iran-tehran-militia-iraq; Kenneth Katzman, Kathleen J. Mclnnis, and Clayton Thomas, “U.S.-Iran Tensions
and Implications for U.S. Policy,” U.S. Congressional Research Service, December 13, 2019, pp. 9-10, https://
www.congress.gov/crs_external _products/R/PDF/R45795/R45795.14.pdf.

(@ “Statement by the Department of Defense,” U.S. Department of Defense, January 2, 2020, https://www.
defense.gov/News/Releases/release/article/2049534/statement-by-the-department-of-defense; “Remarks by
President Trump on the Killing of Qasem Soleimani,” White House, January 3, 2020, https:/trumpwhitehouse.
archives.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-killing-qasem-soleimani.

® “CENTCOM Forces Launch Large Scale Operation Against Iran-backed Houthis in Yemen,” U.S.
Central Command, March 15, 2025, https://www.centcom.mil/MEDIA/STATEMENTS/Statements-View/
Article/4121382/centcom-forces-launch-large-scale-operation-against-iran-backed-houthis-in-yemen;
Matthew Olay, “Hegseth Says Campaign Against Houthis Will Be ‘Unrelenting’ Until Hostilities Cease,” U.S.
Department of Defense, March 17, 2025, https://www.defense.gov/News/News-Stories/Article/Article/4122357/
hegseth-says-campaign-against-houthis-will-be-unrelenting-until-hostilities-cea.

@ Michelle L. Price, Lolita C. Baldor, and Samy Magdy, “Trump Orders Strikes on Iran-backed Houthi
Rebels in Yemen and Issues New Warning,” AP News, March 16, 2025, https://apnews.com/article/ trump-
yemen-houthis-rebels-attack-airstrike-11b0e080b3982542dd621338a7b18afd.

(B “Yemen’ s Houthis Say Attacks on Israel Not in US Ceasefire Deal in ‘Any Way’ ,” Al Jazeera, May 6,
2025, https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/5/6/trump-says-bombing-of-yemen-to-stop-as-oman-confirms-
us-houthi-ceasefire; “Trump Says Bombing of Yemen to Stop as Oman Confirms US-Houthi Ceasefire,” Al
Jazeera, May 6, 2025, https:/www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/5/6/trump-says-bombing-of-yemen-to-stop-as-
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@ “Trump to Decide Whether US Will Strike Iran ‘Within Next Two Weeks’ ,” Al Jazeera, June 19, 2025,
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/6/19/trump-to-decide-whether-us-will-strike-iran-within-two-weeks;
Stephen Collinson, “Why Trump’ s Two-week Pause on Iran Makes Sense - and Why It May Not Work,” CNN,
June 20, 2025, https://edition.cnn.com/2025/06/20/politics/trump-iran-two-week-pause-analysis.

(2 “President Trump Delivers Address to the Nation,” White House, June 22, 2025, https:/www.
whitehouse.gov/videos/president-trump-delivers-address-to-the-nation-june-21-2025; Faris Tanyos, “U.
S. Launches Strikes on 3 Iranian Nuclear Facilities, Trump Says,” CBS News, June 22, 2025, https:/www.
cbsnews.com/news/u-s-launches-strikes-iranian-nuclear-facilities-trump-says.
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(D Paul K. MacDonald and Joseph M. Parent, “The Dynamics of U.S. Retrenchment in the Middle
East,” U.S. Army War College, March 29, 2024, https:/publications.armywarcollege.edu/News/ Display/
Article/3789938/the-dynamics-of-us-retrenchment-in-the-middle-east; C. Todd Lopez, “Defense Official Says
U.S. Remains Committed to Middle East,” U.S. Department of Defense, June 5, 2023, https://www.defense.
gov/News/News-Stories/Article/Article/3417495/defense-official-says-us-remains-committed-to-middle-east.

(2 Dan Altman, “Advancing Without Attacking: The Strategic Game Around the Use of Force,” Security
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Abstracts

US Military Actions in Venezuela: The Donroe Doctrine and Its Strategic Implications

Fan Jishe, Xu Shuai, Yang Shouguo, Zhou Zhiwei, Zhao Hongtu, and Zha Daojiong
Abstract:
On January 3, 2026, the United States launched a surprise attack on Venezuela, seizing
President Nicolas Maduro and his wife. This military action marked the Trump administration’s
return to the Monroe Doctrine, also known as the Donroe Doctrine. It was the first action taken
in the Western Hemisphere to achieve the objectives of the new National Security Strategy,
demonstrating the administration’s resolve to maintain exclusive dominance in the region. The
United States’ highly interventionist, predatory, aggressive, and exclusive policies severely
challenge basic international relations norms, subvert the existing international order, and
set a terrible precedent for interfering in other countries’ internal affairs. These policies have
significantly impacted the political, economic, and diplomatic situations in Latin America,
exacerbating risks in the region and negatively affecting the geopolitical landscape of the
Western Hemisphere and the rest of the world. Trump’s intention is not to control Venezuelan
oil but rather to retreat to the Western Hemisphere and prevent non-Western Hemisphere
countries from exerting political, economic, and military influence in the Americas. This
ultimately serves his strategic objectives as a major power. US control over Venezuela
increases the risks and uncertainties of Chinese investments and debts related to Venezuela’s oil
sector. Chinese companies should utilize existing bilateral and multilateral dispute resolution
mechanisms to legally protect their legitimate interests in Venezuela.
Keywords:
US military operations, Monroe Doctrine, Donroe Doctrine, Venezuela, international energy

Strategic Logic and Implications of US Military Interventions in the Middle East under the
Trump Administration

She Gangzheng and Kang Tian
Abstract:
During Donald Trump’s first and second terms of presidency, the United States conducted
multiple military operations in the Middle East, with low-cost, rapid, and short-term
interventions becoming a key instrument for maintaining regional influence. In particular,
the June 2025 airstrikes on Iranian nuclear facilities attracted intense international attention.
Confronted with structural pressures in multiple strategic theaters and constrained by limited
military resources, US security policy in the Middle East has shifted from a model of persistent
presence, reliant on large-scale troop deployments, to one of temporary power projection during
fleeting windows of opportunity. In the absence of institutional alternatives, such rapid, ad hoc
military interventions may achieve short-to-medium-term deterrent and geopolitical effects,
creating an illusion that masks US strategic decline. However, long-term reliance on such a
model risks compounding uncertainties, undermining US strategic credibility, exacerbating
regional security dilemmas, and ultimately impeding efforts to reorient its global strategic
focus.
Keywords:
military operation, military intervention, US Middle East policy, Trump administration
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