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Abstracts

Characteristics, Causes, and Responses to Africa’s “Youthquake” Phenomenon

Li Yujie

Abstract: Africa has the youngest population of any continent. The rapidly
developing African youth are leading a transformative period and have significant
calls for changing the existing situation. Africa is undergoing a youthquake and
gaining increased worldwide focus. Africa’ s youthquake emphasizes the fundamental
issues faced by young individuals. They aim to elevate their living standards through
quality and adequate jobs, boost their economic participation by acquiring quality
skills training, and address concerns about democracy and corruption by enhancing
governance. African youth are deeply affected by the political and economic structural
difficulties of African countries, as well as popular culture, international forces,
social media, and other factors. These internal and external factors interact to shape
their unique mindsets and behaviors. The unique nature of Africa’ s youthquake that
distinguishes it from different parts of the world lies in the structural rift between a
precocious superstructure and a lagging economic base. Powered by social media,
African youth have acutely experienced the multiple disparities this rift brings,
leading to dashed expectations and the ignition of street protests. The unique nature of
this youthquake also complicates responses, requiring both the African continent to
play a leading role in governance and the concerted support of countries from both
the Global North and the Global South. Notably, cooperation led by China with the
Global South aligns well with Africa’ s specific needs, empowering its youth. This
partnership might enable Africa to effectively leverage the youthquake and achieve
the demographic dividend, and significantly enhance the inherent driving force
behind Africa’s future development.

Key words: African youth; “Generation Z”; youthquake; youth bulge; China —

Africa youth cooperation

The Dilemma of the Middle East under the Western Hegemonic System and Its
Options
Tian Wenlin

Abstract: At present, the world is facing the major challenges of the “four major
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deficits 7 of governance deficit, trust deficit, peace deficit and development
deficit. The Middle East region is characterized by “ security deficits” and
“development deficits” , resulting in the so — called “Middle East dilemma”. The
main source of this phenomenon is the hegemonic interference of the West. The
“divide and rule” policy of the European colonizers led to the fragmentation of the
geopolitical map of the Middle East and sowed the roots of turmoil in the Middle
East; after the Cold War, the United States pursued unilateralism and hegemony in
the Middle East, activating and exacerbating various contradictions in the region,
leading to a prominent “security deficit” in the Middle East. The “security deficit”
and “ development deficit” in the Middle East are mutually reinforcing, jointly
leading to the “difficulties of the Middle East”. First, Geo — fragmentation has
limited the development potential and regional cooperation potential of the Middle
East countries; second, the Middle East region’ s powerful countries compete for
hegemony, resulting in overdraft of their own strength; third, the regional situation
is turbulent, leading to the Middle East countries competing in the arms race,
which leads to a serious shortage of development inputs. In order to get rid of the
“Middle East dilemma”, Middle East countries must, first, oppose hegemony and
enhance their strategic autonomy; second, strengthen the solidarity of the countries

3

of the region and break the “security deficit” through the collective security
mechanism; and, third, take a path of development that is consistent with their
national conditions.

Key words: regional governance; Middle East dilemma; hegemonic interference ;

security deficit; development deficit

The Origins, Practice and Dilemmas of Anti — Westernism in Iran

Xu Zhangyi & Liao Bo

Abstract: Iran’s anti — Westernism in essence epitomizes how countries of the
Global South defend their cultural sovereignty and developmental autonomy in the

process of modernization. As a school of thought, anti — Westernism can be traced
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